
Augustinian Announcements 

Minister’s Message

On July 4th, our country celebrated its Independence or Freedom from the rules 
and taxation of England. What does freedom mean for us today? Taken from the 
Catechism of the Catholic Church-1731, freedom and responsibility go hand in 
hand: “Freedom is the power, rooted in reason and will, to act or not to act, to do 
this or that, and so to perform deliberate actions on one’s own responsibility … 
Human freedom is a force for growth and maturity in truth and goodness.” 

As Franciscans, our reason and will is rooted in the Gospels and the example of 
o u r S e r a p h i c fa t h e r, S t . 
Francis. Our will is perfect 
charity proclaiming Christ by 
our lives and words. Simply 
put, are we walking the walk 
and talking the talk? If so, 
bravo: you are running the 
race for sure of being Christ to 
all you encounter. But if you 
are like me and fall short some 
days, this is our opportunity to 
begin again to follow Christ 
through Francis and be a 
blessing to others. 

Love, Peace, and Joy from your sister in 
Christ and Francis, 

Lisa Joy Finch, OFS 
Minister, St. Augustine Fraternity 
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Council Corner
A. Annual picnic is on Sunday August 21, 2022 
starting at 1:00pm where the last two picnics 
have been held, at the Red Oak Grove in Penn 
Hills Community Park, 95 Colorado Street, 
Verona, PA 15147 (in Penn Hills but a Verona PO 
zip code). Members, family, and friends 
invited; masks for the unvaccinated. 

B. We are making a donation to the Little 
Sisters of the Poor in honor of their 
150th anniversary of serving the elderly poor 
in the Pittsburgh area.  

C. We are looking for ways to get members 
together in addition to the Fraternity 
gatherings. More to follow. 

D. We have received an Easter card (in June) 
from Leonel Gomez, the child we are 
s p on s or i n g i n Hon d u r a s t h r o u g h t h e 
Missioners of Christ. More at the July 
gathering. 

Calendar

Note: Events marked “P” are sponsored by our 
brothers at The Port, a ministry of the 
Capuchin Franciscans. See portpgh.com. 

July 
14 St. Kateri Tekakwitha 
 St. Bonaventure 
16 Red Door Apostolate, 9am (see  
 announcement below) 
 Canonization of St. Francis  
17 Fraternity Gathering, 1:30pm 
21  St. Francis Solano 
 P: Figure Drawing Night, 7pm 
23 St. Lawrence of Brindisi 
28 P: Hillbilly Thomists Concert, 6:30pm 
31 St. Solanus Casey 
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St. Augustine Secular 
Franciscan Fraternity
Based in Pittsburgh, PA, the St. 
Augustine Fraternity of the Secular 
Franciscan Order is called to rebuild 
the Church in the example of our 
Seraphic Father St. Francis of Assisi. 
We seek to encounter the living and 
active person of Christ through  our 
relationships with each other, and 
t h r o u g h a p o s t o l i c a c t i v i t y i n 
fraternity and in the world, going 
from Gospel to life and life to the 
Gospel. We typically gather on third 
Sundays at 1:30pm in Hyacinth Epp 
Hall on 37th St., next to St. Augustine 
Church (Our Lady of the Angels 
Parish).  

Minister Lisa Joy Finch, OFS 
Vice-Minister Steve Critchlow, OFS 
Secretary Roberta Heintz, OFS 
Treasurer Jack Patnik, OFS 
Formation Director  
Jeanne McNulty, OFS 
Councilor Dorothy Dulski, OFS 
Councilor Joe Terleski, OFS 
Spiritual Assistant  
Br. Matt Hindelang, OFM. Cap.  

St. Augustine Fraternity 
P.O. Box 40198 
Pittsburgh, PA 15201 

The Pittsburgh Poverello
The monthly newsletter of the St. 
Augustine Fraternity of the Order of 
Franciscan Seculars, The Pittsburgh 
Poverello aims to animate our 
fraternal life and mission in its OFS 
charism, and to communicate and 
record the activities and intentions of 
the entire fraternity. It is emailed to 
the fraternity prior to monthly 
gatherings. Print copies, mailed and 
available at fraternity meetings, use 
recycled paper. All submissions are 
welcome! Please email them to 
robertfallonrobertfallon@gmail.com. 
Submissions should be Franciscan in 
tone and content, are subject to 
editing, and are not guaranteed for 
publication.

http://www.portpgh.com


August 
2  Portiuncula (Our Lady of Angels) 
3-7 20th Quinquennial Congress in Phoenix, AZ 
6 P: Portrait Drawing, 10am 
12 St. Clare of Assisi 
20  Red Door Apostolate, 9am (see announcement below) 
21  Fraternity Picnic in Penn Hills, 1:00pm 
25 St. Louis IX of France 

  

Announcements

Red Door Reminder 
Reminder that we have been requested to volunteer for the Red Door through 
August. This will be on third Saturdays, namely July 16 and August 20. If you can 
volunteer, contact Liz Cooke at (412) 849-4065 or lizzy9cooke@gmail.com. Thank 
you. God Bless. 

Ongoing Formation for July Gathering 
July’s Ongoing Formation will address the role of music in St. Francis’s spirituality 
and in the Franciscan tradition, presented by Rob Fallon. 

Fraternity Library Update 
You are always invited to browse and check out books from our Fraternity Library! 
The books are located in the basement of the Parish House across the street from 
St. Augustine Church (see photo below). Our holdings include books on OFS 
formation, prayer, saints, history, churches, and much more. If you know what you 
want, search for it in our online database (https://docs.google.com/document/d/
18mhV2jiqYDn_6sU7r5FXuWiS5N6WutakiatvT8ksRTw/edit) and ask Rob Fallon to get 
it to you. If you have any technical difficulty in accessing the online catalogue, 
please contact Rob at robertfallonrobertfallon@gmail.com. 
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Library Update Bonus Notice: Do you love St. Bonaventure? (His Soul’s Journey 
To God should be required spiritual reading for all Franciscans.) A few years ago, 
for the first time ever, some of his most important works of theology were 
translated into a modern language. The Massachusetts-based Franciscan Archive 
has published an English language replica version of the first volume of the late 
19th-century Latin language Quaracchi Edition of Bonaventure’s complete works. 
This book is Bonaventure’s Commentaries on the Four Books of Sentences, Part 
I, on the Most Holy Trinity. This is an historic publication and an opportunity to 
get to know the thought of the greatest of Franciscan theologians. The book is 
majestic: nearly 1,000 pages, 9.25” x 13.56” hardback, weighs nearly 10 pounds, and 
comes with a ribbon—available for only $80.00 plus shipping. For more 
information, see https://franciscan-archive.org/bonaventure.html. 

Treasurer’s Two Cents
If you make a non-monetary donation to the fraternity (like food for the picnic, 
Christmas gathering or soup Sunday), it is important that you present your costs 
(with receipts) to the Treasurer. This is categorized as an "InKind" donation. It will 
be attributed to you as an InKind donation with a cash value and expensed as if a 
check is written. It is what's known as a “pass through.”  What it does is allow us to 
track how much our activities actually cost us. While it may seem as unneeded 
paperwork, it is crucial to our financial well-being to have an accurate picture as to 
our expenses. Thanks for your help. 
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A Broad Minded Bishop Rebukes  
the Verminous Saint Francis 

   – G. K. Chesterton 

If Brother Francis pardoned Brother Flea, 

There still seems need of such strange charity 

Seeing he is, for all his gay goodwill,  

Bitten by funny little creatures still.

https://franciscan-archive.org/bonaventure.html


 
From Lawrenceville / 
Highland Park Bridge

From Bridge: Cross Highland Park Bridge 

Keep Left at the fork, follow signs for PA-8 
S/Washington Blvd and Merge onto PA-8/
Washington Blvd. Drive .6 mi. 

Continue straight onto Allegheny River Blvd 

From Lawrenceville: Take Butler St. past 
Zoo and straight onto Allegheny River Blvd. 
Drive 4.9 mi.  

Turn Left onto Plum St. (Landmark is Rite-
Aid drugstore) Drive 1 mi. 

Turn Left onto Colorado St. Enter park past 
water plant and baseball fields to Red Oak 
Grove. 

From Hulton Bridge 
(Oakmont) / Upstream 
Allegheny River (Rt. 28) 

Take Exit 11 for PA-910 to I-76/Harmar/
Pennsylvania Turnpike 

Turn onto PA-910 (signs for Harmar/ 
Oakmont/New Kinsington) 

Turn Right onto Freeport Rd. Drive .8 mi. 

Use Left 2 lanes to turn Left onto Hulton 
Bridge. Drive .4 mi. 

Continue onto Hulton Rd. Drive .2 mi. 

Turn Right onto Allegheny Ave (before RR 
tracks) (Pass PNC Bank on right) Drive .8 mi. 

Turn Left onto College Ave. Drive 105 ft. 

Turn Right onto Allegheny River Blvd. Drive 
.1 mi. 

Turn Left onto Plum St (Landmark is Rite-
Aid drugstore). Drive 1.1  mi. 

Turn Left onto Colorado St. Enter park past 
water plant and baseball fields to Red Oak 
Grove. 

From Parkway East (I-376) 

Take Exit 81 to merge onto PA-791 N/Rodi Rd 
toward Penn Hills. Drive 2.1 mi. (Pass KFC on 
the left in 1.9 mi) 

Turn Right onto Frankstown Rd. Drive 1.5 
mi. (Pass Monro Muffler Brake & Service on 
right) 

Continue straight onto Hulton Rd. Drive .4 
mi. (Pass BP Gas and Arby’s on right) 

Turn Left onto Hamil Rd (at Stop sign with 
Sunoco on right). Drive 285 ft. 

Bear slight Right to stay on Hamil Rd. Drive 1.1 mi. (Pass St. Gerard Majella Church and small strip mall on left) 

Bear Left onto Hunter Rd. Drive 1.2 mi.  

Turn Right onto Colorado St. Enter park, pass water plant and baseball fields to Red Oak Grove. 
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Directions to Red Oak Grove in Penn Hills Community Park



For Our Franciscan Spirit 

St. Clare of Assisi 

St. Clare of Assisi was born into the nobility of Assisi on July 16, 1194. She was 
known by members of her household to be a sensitive child, prayerful and kind. 
After hearing St. Francis preach, she confided in him her desire to live for God. On 
the evening of Palm Sunday, in the year 1212, Clare secretly left her stately home 
with her cousin Pacifica, and never returned. In the Church of Our Lady of the 
Angels, Francis clothed Clare in sackcloth and cut off her hair, signaling her 
renunciation of the world. She took the veil of religious life from Francis and from 
that moment vowed to live her life entirely in the service of Jesus, her heavenly 
spouse. 

St. Clare followed her path unwaveringly, 
adopting the rule of St. Benedict tempered with 
Francis’s preaching of poverty. She soon 
gathered a large female following at San 
Damiano and Francis urged her to set up a 
convent there. She did so and became abbess of 
the new community known as the Poor Clares. 
Clare’s mother and sisters later joined the 
order, and there are still thousands of members 
today. 

In the cloister, St. Clare became a living 
example of the poverty, humility, and 
mortification expounded by St. Francis. Like St. 
Francis, she was known for her many miracles. 
Among her most famous feats is using a 
consecrated Host to ward off invaders. She 
displayed the Sacrament in a monstrance at the 
convent gates, and prayed before it; the attackers left. Toward the end of her life on 
Christmas Eve 1252, Clare was upset that her illness was keeping her from Mass in 
the new Basilica of St. Francis. Suddenly, she was blessed with a vision of the 
Mass on her wall, both hearing and seeing it miraculously from several miles 
away. Because of this vision, she has been pronounced the patron saint of 
television and the patron of sore eyes. After many years of petitioning for approval 
of her own rule that exalted poverty, she was granted, on her deathbed, the first 
religious rule ever penned by a woman. 

St. Clare died in Assisi on August 11, 1253. She was canonized quickly, on 
September 26, 1255, by Pope Alexander IV. 
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Justice, Peace, and Integrity of Creation
A Pilgrimage to Mission Dolores
by Robert Fallon, ofs 

In 2005, I was riding a city bus to the northwest corner of San Francisco, where I 
had my first teaching job, at the University of San Francisco (ironically, a Jesuit 
college!). The San Francisco Opera was about to mount the American premiere of 
the magnum opus of French composer Olivier Messiaen, his 1983 opera Saint 
François d’Assise. I had just finished my PhD dissertation on Messiaen and was 
preparing to give talks about the opera. My reading that day, on the bus, included 
St. Bonaventure’s The Soul’s Journey to God, which he composed on Mount La 

Verna. And my journey to San Francisco University 
that day changed my life. I may as well have been on 
the road to Damascus. In Bonaventure, I found what 
felt like Truth. It reconciled my heart and my head, 
explained Christ and the cosmos, and put into poetry 
the answers to life’s riddles. Through the Seraphic 
Doctor my spiritual journey became a Franciscan 
journey.  

And so last month, when I had the opportunity to 
return to San Francisco for the first time since 
professing as a Secular Franciscan, I wished to honor 
the saint in the city named for him. I made a 
pilgrimage to Mission Dolores, also called Mission San 
Francisco de Asís.  

Located in the heart of San Francisco, the Mission 
boasts the oldest building in the city and the only surviving original chapel of the 
21 missions in the chain spanning the California coast. Established by St. Junípero 
Serra on June 29, 1776, it was founded five days before the signing of the 
Declaration of Independence.  

The Mission struck me as a collision of different times and and different peoples. 
Adjacent to the Old Mission (pictured) is the 1918 Mission Dolores Basilica, home to 
a vibrant parish community that enjoys modern stained glass windows depicting 
Franciscan saints. Within the Old Mission’s four-foot-thick white adobe walls, the 
simplicity of doll-like clay statues of saints contrasts with the overwhelmingly 
ornate baroque altars. Here is where educated Spanish Franciscans encountered 
the incomprehensibly different culture of the Ohlone, Miwok and, Patwin peoples. 
In their 59 years of missionary activity here, the Franciscans baptised 6,898 
people and buried 5,166. At its peak in 1820, they counted 1,252 neophytes, or 
baptized Indigenous individuals. 
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Today we see these events of 200–250 years ago with 
decidedly mixed feelings. These missionaries were 
among the most consequential Franciscans in history. 
They were the first people to bring European culture 
to California and the Franciscan mission settlements 
and pueblos founded by Fra Junípero Serra developed 
into the cities we know today as San Diego (St. 
Didacus of Alcalà), Santa Clara (St. Clare of Assisi), 
Ventura (St. Bonaventure), San Fernando (St. 
Ferdinand, King of Spain), Sonoma (St. Francis 
Solano), Los Angeles (Our Lady Queen of the Angels 
of Portiuncola), etc. Considering each mission was 
home to as few as two friars at any time, the impact on 
world history of these mere dozens of Franciscans 
was monumental.  

But was their monumental impact for better or for worse? It was only in 2015 that 
St. Junípero was canonized, an event that led to the toppling of statues of the 
“Apostle of California” nationwide. Protesters pointed to recent scholarship that 
has demonstrated the appalling fate of the Native peoples upon contact with the 
missions. They lost everything. Their hunting culture, their traditional foods, their 
families, social structure, language, beliefs, and freedom—all stripped away. Even 
in 1786, French visitor to the Monteray Mission, Jean François de La Pérouse, 
explicitly described the neophytes as slaves and their treatment as violent and 
barbaric. Then there were the European diseases that decimated their numbers. 
The Native tribes went from being markedly happy and peaceful—this is 
documented—to being sullen, impassive, traumatized, vanquished, and nearly 
extinguished. This, too, is a legacy of the Franciscan missions. 

The encounters between California missions and 
Native peoples, including the role of Spanish 
soldiers, is still being researched and is too complex 
to explore here. To its credit, Mission Dolores today 
acknowledges much of the individual and cultural 
trauma it caused. I could not help but think of a 
similar institution, the African slave trade, which, 
like the colonization of California, has been called a 
genocide. Even generations after these institutions 
fell, we continue to reckon, for example in the Black 
Lives Matter movement, with what we now 
recognize to be the sins of our country’s past. And 
its present. I also think of how the Church’s sexual 
abuse crisis shares in these other atrocities by 
dehumanizing, using, and abusing others.  
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Traveling with my wife and her brother on a packed day of sightseeing in San 
Francisco, I did not expect my pilgrimage to Mission Dolores to yield sweet 
spiritual fruit or to result in another revelation of the sort I experienced years ago 
while reading Bonaventure on a bus ride to San Francisco University. But in 
comparing what the missionaries did—the good the bad and the ugly—with what 
St. Francis would have done, I see more urgently now the imperative of Francis’s 
call for humility, simplicity, and poverty. None of the crimes against humanity 
mentioned above is conceivable within a culture of cultivated humility, in which 
each person is regarded as St. Francis regarded the Christ within the leper. 

As I first approached the Mission and took a photo of a sign pointing the way, I 
caught the eye of a neighborhood resident who nodded at me in approval of my 
pilgrimage. And as I got still closer to the Old Mission, I passed a fellow pilgrim 
headed in the opposite direction, his Franciscan crossed-arms medal swinging 
from his neck, a broad smile showing his satisfaction with having completed his 
pilgrimage. I, in turn, took my Tau from beneath my shirt to let it be seen by others, 
to channel Christ within me, to see the grace of God in all people, and to imitate the 
humility of the Son of Man, knowing that I’m not alone on my unfolding 
Franciscan journey. In fact, the journey toward holy humility continues with every 
person I see. 

  

Who Said That?
Compiled by Josette N. Baker, ofs 

July’s reflection  is a compilation of notable quotes for your soul and spirit. 

“My concern is not whether God is on our side, my greatest concern is to be on God’s 
side for God is always right.” - Abraham Lincoln 

“Happiness is … finding two olives in your martini when you’re hungry.”  
— Johnny Carson 

“Perfection is not attainable but if we chase perfection we can catch excellence.” 
— Vince Lombardi 

“While others search for what they can take, a true king searches for what he can giv e.”  
— The Lion King 

“Freedom consists not of doing what we like but in having the right to do 

what we ought.” — St. Pope John Paul II 
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“The deeds that you do may be the only sermon some persons will hear today.” 
— St. Francis of Assisi  

“The Church must be a place of mercy freely given where 
everyone can feel welcome, loved, forgiven and encouraged to 
live the good life of the gospel.”  
— Pope Francis 

“I’m a pig and as a pig, I have always stood out.”  
— Miss Piggy of the Muppets 

“You must be the change you wish to see in the world.” — Gandhi 

“Values are like fingerprints. Nobody’s are the same but you leave ‘em all over everything you do.” 
— Elvis Presley 

“Those who look for the bad in people will surely find it.” — Abraham Lincoln 

“Our labor here is brief, but the reward is eternal. Do 
not be disturbed by the clamor of the world which 

passes like a shadow. Do not let false delights of a 
deceptive world deceive you.” — St. Clare of Assisi 

“Well! I’ve often seen a cat without a grin but a grin without a cat! It’s the most 
curious thing I ever saw in all my life.” — - Alice in Wonderland 

“We think sometimes that poverty is only being hungry, naked and homeless. The poverty of 
being unwanted, unloved and uncared for is the greatest poverty.”

— Mother Theresa  

“When one door of happiness closes, another opens, but often we 
look so long at the closed door that we do not see the one that 
has been opened for us.”  
— Helen Keller 
  

 “Be attentive to the voice of grace.” 
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— St. Elizabeth Ann Seton

Keeping the Rule
Chapter 2 - Article 5 

Secular Franciscans, therefore, should seek to 
encounter the living and active person of Christ in 
their brothers and sisters, in Sacred Scripture, in 
the Church, and in liturgical activity. The faith of 
Saint Francis, who often said “I see nothing bodily 

of the Most High Son of God in this world except his most holy body and blood,” 
should be the inspiration and pattern of their eucharistic life. 

Franciscan Foodie: 
Recipes for Homemade Cleaning Solutions
by Josette N. Baker, ofs 

Cleaning supplies are expensive. Save by making your own “do it yourself” 
cleaning liquids. Try these and also submit your recipes and hacks for future 
publication along with any recycling ideas and suggestions for your brothers and 
sisters. 

Glass Cleaner: Mix equal parts water and white vinegar. Store in a recycled spray 
bottle.  (You may add a few drops of essential oils to add fragrance.) 

All Purpose Cleaner: Put 2 cups of water in a spray bottle then add 1 tsp. of pH 
neutral liquid dish soap. (You may add five drops of essential oils for fragrance.) 

WD-40 Hacks: Remove carpet stains, waterproof shoes, and boots, remove tight 
jewelry, loosen zippers, remove floor scuff marks, eliminate sticky residue, clean 
oil spots, remove grease, fix squeaky door hinges and garage doors, and so much 
more. Just Google “WD 40 Hacks” to learn how this product is a can full of 
miracles! 
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"Praying Mantis"  original watercolor 
using Paul Rubins Metalic Color on 
black paper.  Art by Josette Baker, ofs.



Rejoice! Prayers & Celebrations 

Profession Anniversaries
July 
18  Helene Mukankusi 
 Rob Fallon 
20 Curt Lamperski 
21 Ellen Moysan 
 Liz Cooke 
 Ben Orsatti 

August 
2 Br. Matt Hindelang, OFM Cap. 
9 Josette Baker 
20 Galen Osby - Fifth Anniversary! 

Please Pray for Our Homebound Sisters and Brothers
Clara Byerly  
Pat Colonna 
Evelyn Conflenti 
Mary Ann Dapprich   

Betty Fritzley 
Thomas O’Connell 
Marie Stockey 

Pope’s Prayer Intentions
July: Elderly 
We pray for the elderly, who represent the roots and memory of a people; may 
their experience and wisdom help young people to look towards the future with 
hope and responsibility. 

August: Small Businesses 
We pray for small and medium sized businesses; in the midst of economic and 
social crisis, may they find ways to continue operating, and serving their 
communities. 
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“We become 
what we love. 

And who we love shapes what we become.” 

– St. Clare 
of Assisi


